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WCCUSD
Still Distant
Learning

City Ignores Financial
Risks—Approves Point
Molate Project

By Margaret Browne, retired
WCCUSD science teacher, taught
at JFK High School

In his October 2, 2020
Friday Update, West Contra
Costa Unified School
District (WCCUSD)
Superintendent Duffy wrote
that the state updated
Contra Costa
County’s
COVID-19
status from
Purple-tier to
Margaret
Red-tier.
Browne
This change
allows more businesses,
churches, and gyms to
reopen at specified capacities,
and schools can consider
reopening after the county
has remained in the Red-tier
for 14 consecutive days.
According to the update,
for WCCUSD to return to
in-person instruction safely,
all district zip codes must be
in the Orange-tier for 21
consecutive days, and all zip
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Could decision tip us into bankruptcy?
Analysis and Opinion
By Jeff Kilbreth, former
Richmond Planning Commissioner

Photo: Dimitry Gregoriev

Bees, Butterflies, Biodiversity
at Point Molate
By Emil Petrinic, Insect
Sciences Museum of California

According to the Center for
Biological Diversity, unless
we do something to reverse
the trend, our planet faces a
global extinction crisis never
witnessed by humankind.
Scientists predict that more
than 1 million species are on
track for extinction in the
coming decades.
California is the world’s
#1 region in bee diversity,
with over 1400 known
species. One of the most

essential and often
overlooked ways of helping
native bees—and many other
pollinators—is preserving
their nesting grounds.
Most of California’s native
bees nest in the ground as
solitary bees rather than in
group hives. No amount of
planting flowers will help
them if bees don’t have
access to safe areas in which
to dig their nests that then
remain undisturbed during
the entire winter.

Most people know that
Richmond has serious
financial problems. But how
many know that California
State Auditor Elaine Howle
recently ranked Richmond
as the 12th worst in financial
condition of all cites in
California? California has
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482 cities.
General Fund revenues
(property, sales, transfer,
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4)

Point Molate shoreline
Photo by Jack Scheinman
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Building
Richmond’s Bad Deals,
a Firestorm Give-Aways Still Costing
Richmond Millions
at Point
Molate

Richmond
Slammed in
Lawsuit to
Protect Point
Molate

By Charles Smith, Co-founder
of Point Molate Friends,
and Carol Teltschick,
former Richmond Planning
Commissioner

Lawsuit to protect
habitat, Native American
sacred spaces, public
safety, and sustainability

By Joe Puleo, retired U.S. Treasury Agent, Internal Revenue Service
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Richmond, CA
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“The [City Council]
majority…never
addressed the financial
risks. It was close to
criminal negligence.”

Stories of insider deals and
questionable contracts have
dogged Richmond City Hall
for decades, but the latest
has just burst out into the
On October 6, 2020,
open.
Richmond Fire Marshal Eric
Richmond sold a city
Govan presented the city’s
property to a developer for
wildfire prevention and
$5 million—that property is
preparedness plan to the City
now being resold by the
Council. Over 4,000
developer, Eddie Orton, for
Richmond properties are
$110 million.
located in Very High Fire
And that is only the tip of
Hazard Severity Zones
the iceberg of what appears
(VHFHS).
to be a string of insider deals
This plan is part of the
and bad financial decisions
city’s first Community
that have hurt the public in
Wildfire Protection Plan
Richmond. This disturbing
(CWPP), designed to save
history—selling valuable city
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)
property to private
developers at bargain
basement prices—continues
today, even as Richmond is
in dire financial condition,
facing a $30 million deficit
just this past June during the
yearly budget sessions.

Some of the Deals
1. The Ford Building: In about
the late 1990’s, the City and
its Redevelopment Agency
paid $15.9 million for the
property and improvements
to the Ford Point building

more articles at www.richmondcommunitynews.net

now known as the
Craneway). FEMA, the
Federal Emergency
Management Agency,
also invested an additional
$29 million for expensive
structural repairs. Then,
after nearly $35 million of
taxpayer money was
invested into the Craneway,
the City Council sold the
Craneway building in 2004
to developer Eddie Orton of
Orton Development for $5.4
million. A San Francisco real
estate paper, The Registry,
reported on October 13,
2020 that Mr. Orton now has
the Craneway listed for sale
for $110 million. Orton is
also meeting with the City
Council to acquire more city
assets.
2. Terminal 1: In 2014, the
City port property at Ferry
Point in Point Richmond,
Terminal 1, was sold for $10
million to a private developer,
Terminal 1 Development
LLC. After making a 10%
down payment and agreeing
to rebuild the Ferry Point
sewage lift station and repair

In a hard-hitting lawsuit,
Richmond was charged with
ignoring the cascade of
negative impacts on Point
Molate and the City of
Richmond if the City goes
forward with a proposed
luxury enclave development
at Point Molate.
“By the City’s own report,
this proposed luxury enclave
will cause harm due to
extreme fire danger, damage
to critical wildlife habitat,
massive increase in traffic,
damage to Native American
sacred sites, and unmitigated
increases in greenhouse
gasses,” according to lead
environmental attorney
Norman La Force. “Plus it
will expose the city to tens
of millions of dollars in
economic losses when

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)

By Stuart Flashman, Esq.
and Courtney Cummings,
Richmond spokesperson for the
Confederated Villages of Lisjan
(Ohlone) in the Battle for Point
Molate

Vote, Vota, November 3, 2020
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How Fire Insurance Could Sink SunCal’s
Proposed Project... and the City
By Sally Tobin, biologist,
and Carol Teltschick

The City of Richmond wants
it both ways. First, the City
declared Point Molate (and
the entire Point San Pablo
peninsula) to have the very
highest level of wildfire
danger: Very High Fire
Hazard Severity Zone, or
VHFHSZ.
This designation requires
a detailed assessment of
factors such as prevailing
winds, weather patterns,

steep slopes, vegetation, and
proximity to the Chevron
refinery. Now that the City is
proposing a massive
development for Point
Molate, the City argues that
the fire danger is really very
low (or will be as soon as
the developer has cut down
200 trees).
But the fire danger is
not low—just the opposite.
And there will be an
independent assessment
of fire risk carried out by
each individual insurance
company offering policies to
homeowners. Each company
has its own method of
determining risk.
Some of the risk factors
that companies will consider
are the slope of the land, fuel

Bad Deals and
Give-Aways
(continued from page 1)

the pier and demolish the—
warehouse, the project has
stalled. The developer wants
costly “give-backs” from
the City.
The City Council has
already approved giving
Terminal 1 developers $2
million from the Petro legal
settlement. Those funds
were to be used to remediate
ground contamination at the
Terminal 1 area, but now
will be used to demolish the
old Ferry Point warehouse
for the developer. The
Council is now also
considering giving the
developer $1.5 million from
development impact fees set
aside for city parks. City
park funds would be used
to repair the pier near the
proposed shoreline

(such as vegetation or fuel
storage tanks), and access,
both for evacuation and for
emergency vehicles. The fact
that Point Molate is served
by a single two-lane road
will surely come into the
calculation. There is a very
real possibility that residential
units at Point Molate may be
found to be at high risk of
damage by wildfires.
This year alone, California
has lost millions of acres to
fires, and insurers have faced
financial body blows as the
claims have skyrocketed in
response to the worst fires in
any living memory. On Sept.
2, 2020, the N.Y. Times wrote:
“Wildfires Hasten Another
Climate Crisis: Homeowners
Who Can’t Get Insurance;
Insurers, facing huge losses,
have been pulling back from
fire-prone areas across
California.”

“If fire insurance is
difficult to obtain,
buyers may walk away.
No fire insurance, no
mortgage.”
Pointing to the increasing
challenging environment for
getting coverage, the Times
article stated that:”...data su
ggest that insurers have
continued to drop
customers. The number of
households buying coverage
from California’s high-risk
insurance program, a costly
and bare-bones alternative

condominium project.
In addition, the City is
agreeing to limit the
developer’s cost to rebuild
the sewage lift station to
only the amount of the
sewage impact fee
($810,000) rather than cover
the lift station’s full cost
(that full cost would shift to
City residents). The City
would also be agreeing to
forgive $435,000 of roadway
impact fees for the
construction of a planned

This could happen here

for people who can’t get
private coverage, has
increased by more than 50
percent between the start of
2019 and June 2020, to
almost 200,000 households.”
“The marketplace has
largely collapsed,” Graham
Knaus, an advocate for
counties in the state said, as
quoted in the NYT article.
If prospective buyers are
turned down by traditional
homeowners’ insurance
companies, they will have
trouble obtaining a
mortgage. It is possible to
apply for FIRE insurance
through the FAIR program,
a California high-risk
insurance pool. But the
prices for the FAIR Program
are going up and FAIR
sought permission recently
from the State Insurance
Commissioner to raise rates
by 15%, according to
Commissioner Ricardo Lara.
Plus, the FAIR program
only insures for fire, so
homeowners will also need
to purchase separate “wraparound” coverage for other

types of damage, such as
theft or liability. There are
many complaints about the
cost of such insurance.
Residential units at Point
Molate are already highpriced to cover the cost of
infrastructure, such as
sewers and other utilities.
If fire insurance is
difficult to obtain, buyers
may walk away. No fire
insurance, no mortgage.
No mortgage, and only cash
buyers will be able to
purchase units. And even
cash buyers may be hesitant
to buy units rated as risky. A
risky rating would have a big
impact on sales, and the
development may fail. The
developer SunCal has
declared bankruptcy in
similar situations, and
Richmond would be left
with a bulldozed, denuded
hillside and little income
from property taxes.
This all points to the
irresponsibility of the city
pushing a project in such a
dangerous, high-risk fire
area as Point Molate.

shoreline drive. In sum, the
City is poised to rebate
almost $4 million dollars of

Chevron to buy Point Molate
and turn it over to the East
Bay Regional Park District.
He has currently brokered a
deal with SunCal in which
the City might realize up to
$22.5 million dollars.
Unfortunately, he has also
brokered a deal which will
refund $10+ million dollars
to the developer to cover the
Public Facilities Impact Fees
the developer was supposed
to pay the city. These fees
were to pay for SunCal’s
construction of a fire station,
which will be required by
their Fire Insurance
Underwriters to qualify the
project to get fire insurance.
4. City allowing a deal to
give Winehaven to developer
for $0:
Just as an aside,
remember the developer at
the Craneway, Eddie Orton?
The City Council just
ensured SunCal will give

“This disturbing history
– selling valuable city
property to private
developers at bargain
basement prices—
continues today, even as
Richmond is in dire
financial condition…”
the revenue it expects based
on the original sales
agreement of the Terminal 1
property.
3. Rejecting $80 million to
the City to make Point
Molate a regional park run
by the East Bay Regional
Park District:
In another example,
current Mayor Tom Butt,
during the Casino
negotiations, rejected an $80
million dollar offer from

Schools
(continued from page 1)

codes in the surrounding
counties of Alameda and
Solano must meet the
following conditions:
•Percent positive cases is
3% or lower.
•Less than 10 cases per
100,000
Contra Costa County
currently has a 6.3 case rate
per 100,000 and a 3.7%
positivity rate. In a number of
WCCUSD’s communities, the
cases and positivity rates are
much higher: El Sobrante (18
cases per 100,000, 5.6%
positivity rate); Richmond
(16.2 cases per 100,000, 7.8%
positivity rate); and San Pablo
(17.3 cases per 100,000, 6.6%
positivity rate).
The District’s Return to

“...the District will
continue distance
learning for the
foreseeable future.”
School Plan is closely aligned
with the state’s Orange-tier
status. If and when our
district returns to in-person
instruction, the phased-in
approach will be necessary
because the District facilities
cannot accommodate 100% of
the students within the social
distancing guidelines required
for the Orange-tier status.
Thus, according to the
update, the District will
continue distance learning
for the foreseeable future.
District staff is in the
process of evaluating each
school’s readiness to host
in-person instruction once
it is possible.

Eddie Orton the Winehaven
District of Point Molate for
what appears to be $0.
If the Craneway and
Terminal 1 deals are
precursors, Richmond
residents can expect to
realize only a tiny fraction of
the $80 million once offered,
maybe nothing at all. This
has brought Richmond
residents to call this a
disgrace that must end and a
call to elect City
Councilmembers who are
not in developers’ pockets.

“In another example,
current Mayor Tom Butt,
during the Casino
negotiations, rejected an
$80 million dollar offer
from Chevron to buy
Point Molate and turn it
over to the East Bay
Regional Park District.”
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Richmond
Lawsuit

Luxury units require
income of about $250,000
per year to qualify

(continued from page 1)

The project would place
over 2,000 luxury units in
the isolated Point Molate
shoreline area, with a
required household annual
income of $235,000 to
$280,000 to buy a unit.
The proposed project was
approved by a split City
Council, with a majority in
favor and a strongly worded
dissent from the minority.
City Councilmember Melvin
Willis, joined by colleague
Eduardo Martinez, voted
against the project, Willis
commenting that the average
annual income in Richmond
hovers around $55,000. They
both urged the majority to
oppose the luxury project
and support instead
affordable housing in the
heart of Richmond, leaving
the public land at Point
Molate as a welcoming park
and playing fields for all
Richmond kids. He is
especially concerned that
People of Color feel welcome
in this park where they have
historical ties.

Richmond is already in
such bad financial shape.”
La Force points out that
the project deprives
Richmond residents of
public land that belongs to
them and that it tramples the
values expressed by the vast
majority of the public whose
repeated input in favor of
park and open space and
against the luxury housing
was discarded by the City
and the Developer in bringing
this terrible project forward.
The suit was joined
by Richmond residents,
community leaders, and
local, regional, and national
organizations, all bound by a
common commitment to
save Point Molate.
They have all committed
to stopping the destruction
by this recent approval
of a proposed Point
Molate Residential/Mixed
Use Development, which
they refer to as a luxury
enclave that excludes
most of Richmond,
especially People of Color,
commented Petitioner
David Helvarg, the noted
author and resident of
Richmond.

Building Firestorm
(continued from page 1)

lives and property.
But some scientists and
policy makers believe we are
not focused on the main
problem: putting housing
development in high risk fire
areas in the first place.
According to Max Moritz,
a wildfire specialist with the
University of California,
“where we are building is
the problem.”
Point Molate, which is
already designated as a Very
High Fire Hazard Severity
Zone is an example of where
not to build.
If the city-approved
SunCal luxury housing plan
for Point Molate moves
forward, it could add
approximately 2,000 more
properties to the 4,000
already located in the city’s
Fire Hazard zones and put
over 5,000 more residents in
harm’s way.
The developers’ plan is to
house thousands of people
in condominiums below
Chevron’s storage tanks.
In addition to the threat of
refinery explosions, fire, and
toxic air, the residents could
also face the danger of
earthquakes to compound
these risks.

Lawsuit filed
October 9, 2020
The lawsuit, filed on October
9, 2020, raises challenges
under the California

Point Molate is located
next to the century-old
Chevron refinery and has
only one road in and out that
exits to I-580 at the
Richmond San Rafael bridge
where there are frequent
backups. The City’s
Subsequent Environmental
Impact Report (SEIR) states
the risks this poses to traffic
flow and public safety
cannot be adequately
mitigated due to the
geography of the site.

“…..[The SunCal
Development] could add
approximately 2,000 more
properties to the 4,000
already located in the
city’s Fire Hazard zones
and put over 5,000 more
residents in harm’s way.”
Further, the current
SunCal proposal has the
majority of its residential
units in an area just below
Chevron’s storage tanks
(including some very
flammable fuels).
In its own independent
analysis of the fire risks of
the SunCal proposed
development, the East Bay
Regional Park District
concluded: “It is our opinion
from our decades of

Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), as well as under
state planning and zoning
law. The lawsuit charges that
the City’s Environmental
Impact Report on the project
was grossly inadequate,
failing to adequately address
the significant damages the
project will cause. The suit
also points out how the
proposed project violates the
policies in the City’s general
plan. The General Plan
directs new housing in the
City’s downtown area and
transit corridors, where it
would be more affordable,
more sustainable and where
it is needed.
The lawsuit’s Petitioners
include eight people who
live or work in Richmond,
plus the Point Molate
Alliance, Citizens for East
Shore Parks (CESP), the
Sierra Club, SPRAWLDEF,
Golden Gate Audubon
Society, California Native
Plant Society, and Ocean
Awareness Project, Inc. also
referred to as Blue Frontier.
Pamela Stello, co-chair of
the Point Molate Alliance
and a Petitioner in the suit,
sees the lawsuit as important
historically. According to
Stello, “this battle to save
Point Molate for the people
of Richmond is one of the
most public examples of

experience that the design of
(the) proposed project
development areas between
the shoreline and the slope
of the ridgeline poses an
extreme fire danger which
cannot be mitigated by
having a fire station nearby.”
(Park District Letter to City,
Sept. 8, 2020.)
In the final analysis, the
Park District turned the City
down because of the SunCal
Development proposal and
its high fire risk. The Park
District refused to participate
in the management or
ownership of the upland
hillside if the City adopts the
SunCal plan. “The Park
District does not manage
regional parks with housing
inside its borders due to
significant operating costs,
wildland fire risk and
diminished recreational and
habitat value. This (SunCal’s)
proposal for separated fingers
of open space reduces habitat
and recreational values,
creates individual, separated
open space areas that are
more difficult to manage,
and increases wildfire risk
by creating more wildland
urban interface, making
vegetation management
more difficult, and making
access for fire response
difficult on steep hillsides.”

environmental justice facing
Richmond today. Point
Molate is public land that
should be used for public
good, instead of being sold to
developers for private profit.”

The Community Plan
According to two of the
Petitioners’ attorneys,
Robert Cheasty and Stuart
Flashman, the City ignored
the Community Plan option
that would have avoided the
negative impacts and given
Richmond residents the
beach, a park, playing fields,
protection for the fisheries
and dungeness crab,
protected habitat for wild
life, protected sacred places,
and created the opportunity
to restore the Winehaven
historical site as a jobs
creator and regional draw.
The Community Plan was
developed by the Point
Molate Alliance with its
member organizations and
its individual members, as
the way to protect the site,
provide fantastic
recreational opportunities to
Richmond residents, and
create an economic engine to
help Richmond.
According to Carol
Teltschick, former
Richmond Planning
Commissioner: “The
Community Plan would limit

Photo: David Helvarg

The East Bay Regional
Park District (Park District)
continues to advocate for a
Point Molate regional park
from the Richmond San
Rafael Bridge to Point San
Pablo. The goal of a Regional
Shoreline Park at this location
has been a part of the Park
District’s master plan for
decades, and the Park
District has nearly $5 million
earmarked for the Park.

“... the design of the
[proposed development]…
poses extreme fire danger
which cannot be
mitigated by having a fire
station nearby.”
A far safer option than
the SunCal luxury housing
enclave is The Community
Plan, presented to the City
by the Point Molate Alliance,
a collaboration of local
residents and environmental
and community

PAGE 3

development to the longestablished Winehaven
District and preserve most of
Point Molate as a regional
park, with educational and
recreational opportunities,
such as playing fields.” She
went on to say: “This is
what our community wants,
and it is a way to improve
Richmond’s financial
stability and enhance our
city as a place for families to
raise the next generation.”
The lawsuit seeks to have
the approvals for the Point
Molate luxury housing
project rescinded and the
environmental report
rewritten before the City
reconsiders what to do with
the area.
The developer, a
subsidiary of southern
California developer SunCal,
argues that its EIR for the
proposal is proper and
disputes any argument to the
contrary. The developer
claims that there would be
“affordable” housing units.
That number appears to be
about 3% of the units, but
Eduardo Martinez and
Melvin Willis believe that no
affordable units will be
included, with the developer
paying an “in lieu” fee to
avoid having low income
housing built at the site of
the luxury enclave.

organizations. The
Community Plan for Point
Molate includes the Park
District’s regional park plan
and a commercial, cultural
and educational hub in the
historic Winehaven District.
The Community Plan
provides a jobs base and a
recreational wonderland for
Richmond residents while
avoiding all the negative
environmental impacts of
the SunCal plan.
The Community Plan
with a regional park
exemplifies the kind of landuse and development
reforms that scientists and
policy makers want to see.
These experts believe
building homes in harm’s
way represents the worst
kind of City planning. The
Community Plan, on the
other hand, will conserve
Point Molate as the single
largest intact natural
ecosystem—not a landfill—
along Richmond’s
waterfront. This intact
ecosystem provides naturalbased solutions for the drier,
warmer conditions that have
lengthened the fire season
and increased the severity
of the blazes and will keep
lives and property out of the
known path of the next
firestorm.
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City Ignores
Financial Risks
(continued from page 1)

business and utility taxes,
and fees) struggle to cover
our steadily growing
operating expenses. The cost
increases are coming first
and foremost from the
dramatically increasing cost
of pensions and retiree
medical benefits. All
departments except police
and fire have been cut to
the bone.
This past June, as the
pandemic started to really
impact revenues, the City
faced a $30 million budget
shortfall for the 2020-2021
fiscal year—a gap twice the
size of our reserves. To deal
with the shortfall, the City
Manager and Council froze
open positions and training,
put off studies and projects,
and raided its reserves. But
the structural problems
remain. And the impact of
COVID-19 continues.
So, it comes as a surprise
to many that the City
Manager and the City
Council would take such a
gamble on Point Molate. It
was a 4-2 vote with Martinez
and Willis voting no and
Myrick absent. The mayor’s
dream took a major step
forward. But it is important
to note that the vote was
split in large part because of
starkly different views
regarding the financial risks
of the development. Were
Martinez and Willis right?
Normally, development
projects contribute to a
City’s General Fund. Is Point
Molate a normal
development project? Will
the increased revenues cover
the increased costs? That
was the key financial
disagreement.
Point Molate is clearly not
a normal development
project. It may create a lot of
construction jobs, but that
does not mean the City will
cover its costs or even break
even in the long run. Point
Molate is different because a
large development project
with only one lane in and out
cannot be built without an
on-site fire station.
By the City’s own analysis,
staffing a fire station and a
police sub-station will cost
at least $5.2 million per year
in today’s dollars. But that
means $5.8 million in five
years when the fire station
would be opened. And $17.2
million in fifty years if the
cost of fire and police
services continue to grow at
2.5% per year. The risk is
that the property taxes will
never cover the cost of
staffing the fire station.

It was hard to watch. The
City Manager, the Planning
Commission and the City
Council all accepted without
question the rosy view of the
future General Fund
surpluses provided by two
consulting firms whose
reports were paid for with
developer funds. These firms
used the developer’s target
prices to estimate City
revenues and they simply
ignored the question of how
fast the units would sell.
When faced with
significant public
questioning of the financial
analysis, and two alternative
reports that painted a very
different picture from
equally reputable economics
consulting firms, they simply
refused to discuss the risks
seriously. The majority
composed of Mayor Butt,
Nat Bates, Demnlus Johnson
and Ben Choi never
addressed the financial risks.
It was close to criminal
negligence.
So, what exactly are our
risks?

Could Richmond tip into
bankruptcy?
Before looking at the Point
Molate project’s impact on
the General Fund, remember
that Richmond skates on the
financial edge now.
Vallejo and Stockton
never expected to go
bankrupt. But they did. Basic
services were cut including
police, fire, and community
services. Crime rose.
Employees, retirees, and
bond holders were all hurt in
the process.
A fifty million loss is three
times Richmond’s current
reserves, and 30% of our
annual General Fund budget.
A one hundred million loss is
60% of our budget. Richmond
cannot absorb such losses.
Richmond needs to rebuild
its reserves and not make
any major mistakes.
A financially shaky
development like Point
Molate could produce losses
of over $100 million. Would
a $100 million mistake tip us
over the edge? And if such a
loss over forty-five years did
not tip us into bankruptcy,
it would certainly suck
precious funds away from
restoring city services or
building affordable housing
in neighborhoods that
wouldn’t require a new fire
station.

Could Point Molate be the
mistake that bankrupts us?
It starts with the extra
$5.8 million a year that the
required new police and fire
station will cost to operate
in five years. Over 45 years,
this will grow to over $17

million/year. Whether these
expenses can be covered
depends on how much the
properties sell for, how many
homes are built, how quickly
they sell and housing
appreciation.
Mayor Butt has
orchestrated a process that
simply accepted the
developer’s selling price
targets and imagined that
75-90 units would be sold or
rented per year for 15-20
years straight. Could they
sell for less and take longer
to sell? What happens then?
We investigated this and
this is what we found:
The development has
been pushed through
without any serious market
analysis. SunCal’s rosy
predictions fly in the face of
what actually happens in
Richmond. According to
local realtor Toni Hanna, the
Richmond market simply
does not support the prices
and the volumes of sales in
the SunCal presentations,
nor this pace of selling such
high-priced housing. One of
the independent financial
studies, presented by
opponents of the project,
provided current selling
prices in Point Richmond
and Marina Bay.
Here’s a simple example:
why would a 1,500 sq ft
condo at Point Molate sell
for $1,250,000 when you
can, right now, buy a 2,076 sq
ft condo at the Waterline for
$912,000? The Waterline is a
terrific, high-end development
in Pt Richmond with a
fantastic view of downtown
San Francisco—selling large
units between $900K and
$1.5 million. They are selling
around 14 units per year.
The single family homes
at Point Molate may well sell
for $1.4 million, but the
townhomes and condos are
not likely to sell for 40-50%
more than equal or better
units available in Point
Richmond, Marina Bay or
the South Shore around the
Ferry Terminal. And there
are thousands of new units
planned for these three
neighborhoods—so the Point
Molate project will have
competition.

What’s a realistic scenario?
Richmond will get around
$45 million from its half of
the selling price and the
initial real estate transfer
fees. The developer, SunCal,
builds 1,452 homes with
454,000 sq ft of commercial
space. It takes 35 years to sell
the homes—a bit over 40 per
year, which is far more per
year than have ever been
sold in Richmond at such
high-end prices. And three

times the sales of the
Waterline project every year
for 35 years. Even this may
be too optimistic. And in
today’s dollars, they will sell
for an average of $950,000
instead of the $1.25 million
the mayor and City Manager
are counting on.
What happens to
Richmond’s General Fund in
this realistic scenario? The
City needs to show us their
calculations. Our
calculations show a $100
million cash loss in forty-five
years and never reaching
break-even.
Assuming the fire station
is staffed 24x7 starting in
five years when the first
homes go on sale, eight years
later, we will have spent the
entire $45 million in early
one-time fees to subsidize
the fire and police station.
Can we assume the City
Council and City Manager
will put these funds in a lock
box to ensure they are there
to cover the initial General
Fund losses?
After twenty years,
we will accumulate an
additional $40 million in
losses, in thirty years
$70 million, and in forty-five
years, we would break
$100 million in cash losses,
beyond the $45 million we
paid out using our one-time
revenues. This adds up to
a $145 million-dollar
operational subsidy to create
an upper middle-class
housing enclave.
And the subsidies do
not end there. The City is
currently negotiating a
Development Agreement
with SunCal and appears to
be giving up $20 million in
standard development
impact fees to recognize the
value of the project to
Richmond—the
improvements to our sewer
system, police and fire
stations, parks and open
space, traffic problems, etc.
In this sense, we would be
subsidizing the
infrastructure costs with
$20 million in public funds.
But it is the $40, $70 or
$100 million in potential
cash losses that could be big
enough at some point to
cripple Richmond’s budget
and push us into bankruptcy.
The property tax revenues
will simply never cover the
cost of running the fire
station. We should demand
that the City revisit the
financial analysis before the
Development Agreement is
signed.

The City Council
election matters
The Point Molate debate is
not settled. There are court

cases involving both CEQA
and Brown Act violations.
And not everyone at City
Hall is drinking the Mayor’s
Kool-Aid. Richmond
Councilmember Melvin
Willis, a strong housing
advocate, points out that
luxury housing is not
Richmond’s #1 need. Willis
says that Richmond needs
housing that takes advantage
of existing infrastructure,
not luxury housing that
needs to be subsidized.
Willis and
Councilmember Eduardo
Martinez have repeatedly
voted against the mayor’s
development vision at Point
Molate, describing it as
financially risky and against
the interests of Richmond.
They pointed to the
independent financial
studies of the project and
questioned why the city
should accept a significant
risk of losing millions for a
luxury development that
could tip us into bankruptcy.
But the Mayor and
Councilmembers Bates, Choi
and Johnson argue it will
create jobs and provide
General Fund surpluses. One
side is right and the other
wrong.
In our upcoming City
Council elections, three
candidates are on the record
as having grave doubts about
the wisdom of this project—
Claudia Jimenez, Gayle
McLaughlin and Melvin
Willis. Meanwhile, their
main opponents—Vinay
Pimple, Ahmad Anderson
and Eleanor Thompson
support the Point Molate
project and are being
supported by $300,000 in
contributions from the
police & fire unions, the real
estate industry, corporations
like Levin Terminals and
SIMS Metals, and the
building trades. The police
and fire unions alone are
contributing $140,000 to
elect these three candidates.
Voting in a Council that is
skeptical about the Point
Molate project is important.
It would be better to be
careful than to be overly
optimistic. It could tip us
into bankruptcy.
And with the real
financial risks from the Point
Molate project and two
thirds of Richmond’s
General Fund going to our
police and fire budgets,
should City Councilmembers
be indebted to the real estate
industry, the building trades
and the police and fire
unions? This is the world
our mayor is creating.
Having a more balanced
Council that will stand-up to
him is critical.
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SUNCAL WANTS YOUR VOTE
TO TAKE YOUR LAND
By David Helvarg, Director of Blue Frontier, an ocean conservation group, and steering committee
member of the Point Molate Alliance, and Michelle Chan, Vice President of Programs for Friends of
the Earth, an environmental policy and advocacy group

What does SunCal—the southern California developer
that cut a sweetheart deal with the Mayor and city council
October 8th—have in common with coal and cops?
They’re all putting money behind candidates they hope will
abuse our public lands, public safety and environmental
Michelle Chan
David Helvarg
health on their behalf.
SunCal is working all the angles to buy up the natural headland at Point Molate
either to build a luxury housing estate for the rich as advertised or to flip it to
another private speculator (under the contract they’ve signed with the city they can
do either). Much like Chevron in the 2014 elections, SunCal also wants to sway
Richmond’s elections to protect their potential profits. They’ve invested an initial
$10,000 in a political action committee aimed at electing three candidates: Vinay
Pimple, Ahmad Anderson and Eleanor Thompson. They are running against Claudia
Jimenez, Gayle McLaughlin, Najari Smith, and Melvin Willis, four more progressive
candidates. These four have all pledged to oppose the SunCal deal and to support
the Community Plan for Point Molate as a public park, with a commercial hub serving
all the people. If three of these four pro-park candidates are elected, the council
majority will swing in favor of the Community Plan.
Allied with SunCal in funding the anti-park candidates is the Levin coal terminal
and Sims Metals, two major climate, air and water polluters. Another big player
providing over $37,000 to these candidates is the building trades and construction
unions, the most reactionary element of organized labor who also supported the
failed casino plan for Point Molate, defeated by the people of Richmond in a 58%42% vote in 2010. The police union is the biggest investor in the anti-park candidates
for its own reasons. Their latest scandal involves recently-released records revealing
three officers who were caught sexting with a teenager, who have still not been fired.
The police department is resisting calls for more accountability and a new approach
to public safety that is supported by the four progressive candidates. This new
approach relies less on over-policing and incarceration, and more on youth services,
economic opportunity, parks and recreation as long-term ways to increase public
safety. Altogether these corporate and outside developer interests have amassed a
war chest of over $200,000 to elect “their” candidates.
In way of contrast, the Service Employees International Union—SEIU—which has a
number of members living in Richmond, has given a much smaller amount to three
of the four pro-park candidates. And all four have relied much more on small
donations from local residents.
As with Chevron’s push-polls and smear campaigns aimed at undermining the
2014 elections, there has also been a stealth campaign targeting one of the
progressive candidates, Claudia Jimenez, a community organizer who is seen as
more vulnerable by the opposition than the better known pro-park candidates,
including former -mayor McLaughlin and incumbent City Councilmember Willis.
Last month people in Richmond received telephone and online polls that seemed
to target Jimenez in its questions. It included two final questions about Point Molate
that were designed to solicit an answer favoring “housing for Richmond residents” at
Point Molate, without pointing out that in order to qualify for the mortgages for the
SunCal housing units, people would have to earn from $235,000—$280,000 per year.
Since the average Richmond household has an annual income of about $55,000, it is
clear this development was never designed as housing for Richmond residents.
Of course this is not the first time SunCal has spent its corporate coin to interfere
in Bay Area municipal elections. In 2010 it funded and ran its own ballot measure in
Alameda to push through a similar development that would cause the same kind of
massive traffic congestion the Point Molate development will cause. After city residents
defeated SunCal’s measure, voting it down by 85%, the city pulled the plug on them.
SunCal turned around and sued the city. After SunCal lost in court the case settled.
It’s worth remembering that in 2014 Chevron confidently spent millions on their
chosen city council candidates, all of whom lost. That’s because the residents of
Richmond tend to be smart enough to vote in their own interest—not that of
corporate polluters and speculators. This November 3 let’s keep our public lands in
our own hands.
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Why the Community Plan is
Right for Point Molate
By Gayle McLaughlin, former Mayor of Richmond

The Point Molate Community Plan is based on health,
safety, justice and sustainability—all values I hold dear.
Protecting the people and the people’s planet is in
our collective interest, and that’s
exactly what this plan does
by turning the site into an
extraordinary world-class regional
park.
Low-impact development
confined to the Winehaven District
will be a further attraction with
amenities that will generate
revenue for the city. And, including
space for an Ohlone Cultural Center will elevate our
respect for the First Peoples who initially inhabited the
Pt Molate.
Point Molate can become an amazing, inspiring
place for all within our diverse community, providing
welcomed relief from the rigors of urban life with
the beauty and sustenance of nature uplifting each and
every one of us.

Cycles of Access and
Breaking Chains
By Najari Smith, and Roshni F. McGee, Co-founders of
Rich City Rides Bike Shop

At a moment in history when we often talk about
mitigating the impacts of climate change, we at Rich
City Rides Bike Shop work to reduce the carbon
footprint of our community through cycling. Our
primary goal has been to activate our parks as a sense of
empowerment through the joys of bike riding. In our
endeavors, we have been able to
break chains in the twisted cycles
of access that impact the most
marginalized groups of Richmond.
By providing bikes for
community rides, many are able to
freely explore our city. Several of
these rides have led us to Point
Roshni Najari
Molate, where our Sunday SelfMcGee Smith
Care Ride group has been able to
learn about local aspects of nature and wildlife. Our
riders (mostly young people of color) have been able to
spot Ospreys, interpret the importance of eelgrass, and
enjoy amazing views.
By establishing a new housing development, which is
grossly out of touch with being affordable by any means,
we risk taking away these moments of inspiration from
our community. Such moments have inspired our group
to engage in annual camping trips to explore the
outdoors.
Powerful moments like this, through the joys of
biking, are made possible by the ability to access
undisturbed spaces of ecological value like Point Molate.
As a bike collective, we greatly value and rely on the
ability to venture into some of our local parks and
developed open spaces to encourage community
members to feel motivated to protect wildlife, respect
the soil, and keep water bodies clean. To take away such
access would be counter-productive to efforts for our
community to feel convinced that we have a
responsibility to protect nature, or that we belong.
The unfortunate reality is that, given the socio-racial
dynamics, groups like ours would not be welcomed in a
community run by an HOA, and largely occupied by
residents who bought into the development for
exclusivity and privacy. All the while, much of the
currently accessible parts of Point Molate and wildlife
would be greatly harmed. This is not the Richmond we
hope to see.
We reimagine a place that’s lightly developed to
encourage local community members to interact with
the natural setting. A Point Molate with dedicated trails
for walking and biking, and interpretative stations that
share historical and ecological knowledge. A Point
Molate that continues to inspire the next generation of
Richmond.
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Una demanda legal golpea a la ciudad de
Richmond para proteger a Point Molate
Por Stuart Flashman,
Abogado, y Courtney
Cummings, Vocera en Richmond
de los Pueblos Confederados de
Lisjan (Ohlone) en la batalla de
Point Molate

En una demanda
contundente, la ciudad de
Richmond fue acusada de
ignorar una cascada de
impactos negativos en Point
Molate y en la Ciudad de
Richmond si la Ciudad sigue
adelante con un proyecto de
desarrollo del enclave de
lujo en Point Molate.
“Según el propio informe
de la ciudad, el propuesto
barrio de lujo causará daños
debido al peligro extremo de
incendios, el daño al hábitat
crítico para la vida silvestre,
el aumento masivo del
tráfico, el daño a los sitios
sagrados de los Nativo
Americanos y los aumentos
sin paliativos de los gases de
efecto invernadero”, según
afirma el líder abogado del
medioambiente Norman La
Force. “Además, expondrá a
la ciudad a decenas de
millones de dólares en
pérdidas económicas cuando
Richmond ya se encuentra
en una muy mala situación
financiera”.
La Force señala que el
proyecto Point Molate priva
a los residentes de
Richmond de terrenos
públicos que les pertenecen
y que pisotea los valores
expresados por la gran
mayoría del público cuya
reiterado reclamo a favor del
parque y los espacios
abiertos y en contra de las
viviendas de lujo fue
ignorado tanto por la Ciudad
como por el empresa
constructora en el avance de

Las Escuelas
de WCCSD
Permanecen
“En Linea”
Por Margaret Browne, maestra
retirada del WCCUSD, trabajo’ en
la escuela JFK

En su actualización del
viernes 10/2/2020, el
Superintendente Duffy del
Distrito Escolar Unificado
del Oeste de Contra Costa
(WCCUSD) comunicó que el
estado actualizó la situacion
de COVID-19 del Condado
de Contra Costa, de nivel

este terrible proyecto.
A la demanda se unieron
residentes de Richmond,
líderes comunitarios y
organizaciones locales,
regionales y nacionales,
todos unidos por un
compromiso común de
salvar Point Molate. Todos
se han comprometido a
detener la destrucción que
haría la reciente aprobación
del proyecto de desarrollo
residencial/de uso mixto
propuesto para Point Molate,
al que denominan un enclave
de lujo que excluye a la
mayor parte de Richmond,
especialmente a la gente
de color, comentó el
peticionario David Helvarg,
destacado autor y residente
de Richmond.

Richmond, dejando el terreno
público en Point Molate
como un parque acogedor y
con campos de juego para
todos los niños de Richmond.
Le preocupa especialmente
que las personas de color se
sientan bienvenidas en este
parque donde tienen
vínculos históricos.

Demanda presentada el
9 de octubre de 2020

El proyecto crearía más de
2,000 unidades de lujo en un
área aislada de la costa de
Point Molate, y requeriría
un ingreso familiar anual de
$235,000 a $280,000 para
calificar para comprar una
unidad.
El proyecto propuesto
fue aprobado por un concejo
deliberante dividido, con
una mayoría a favor y una
disidencia por parte de la
minoría redactada con
fuertes palabras. El concejal
de la ciudad Melvin Willis y
su colega Eduardo Martínez
votaron en contra del
proyecto, Willis comentando
que el ingreso anual
promedio en Richmond
ronda los $55,000. Ambos
instaron a la mayoría a
oponerse al proyecto de lujo
y apoyar viviendas
asequibles en el corazón de

La demanda, presentada el 9
de octubre de 2020, plantea
desafíos al proyecto bajo la
Ley de Calidad Ambiental de
California (CEQA), así como
bajo la ley estatal de
planificación y zonificación.
La demanda alega que el
Informe de Impacto
Ambiental de la Ciudad
sobre el proyecto fue
extremadamente inadecuado,
por no abordar adecuadamente
los daños significativos que
causará el proyecto. La
demanda también señala que
el proyecto propuesto viola
las políticas del Plan General
de la Ciudad. El Plan
General recomienda nuevas
viviendas en el centro
de la ciudad y cerca de los
corredores de tránsito,
donde serían más asequibles,
más sostenibles y donde se
necesitan.
Los peticionarios de la
demanda legal incluyen
a ocho personas que viven o
trabajan en Richmond,
además de los grupos Point
Molate Alliance, Citizens for
East Shore Parks (CESP),
Sierra Club, SPRAWLDEF,
Golden Gate Audubon
Society, California Native
Plant Society y Ocean
Awareness Project, Inc.,
también conocido como Blue

Púrpura a nivel Rojo. Este
cambio positivo permite que
más negocios, iglesias y
gimnasios reabran con
límites específicos de
capacid, y las escuelas
podrán considerar la
reapertura después de que el
condado haya permanecido
en el nivel rojo por 14 días
consecutivos.
Pero, de acuerdo con la
actualización, para que
WCCUSD pueda volver a la
instrucción en persona se
una manera segura, todos los
códigos postales del distrito
deben estar en el nivel

Naranja durante 21 días
consecutivos, y todos los
códigos postales en los
condados circundantes de
Alameda y Solano deben
cumplir las siguientes
condiciones:
•El porcentaje de casos
positivos es del 3% o
menos.
•Menos de 10 casos por cada
100.000
El condado de Contra
Costa tiene actualmente una
tasa de 6,3 casos por cada
100.000 y una tasa de
positividad del 3,7%. En
varias comunidades de

Más de 2000 unidades
de vivienda de lujo

Según dos de los abogados
representantes de los
peticionarios, Robert
Cheasty y Stuart Flashman,
la Ciudad ignoró la opción
del Plan Comunitario que
habría evitado estos impactos
negativos y habría dado a los
residentes de Richmond la
playa, el parque, los campos
de juego, la protección para
las pesquerías y para los
cangrejos Dungeness,
protegiendo así tanto el
hábitat de la vida silvestre
como los lugares sagrados y
a la vez que habría creado la
oportunidad de restaurar el
sitio histórico de Winehaven
como un ente generador de
empleos y un atractivo
regional.
El Plan Comunitario fue
desarrollado por la Alianza
Point Molate con sus
miembros individuales y sus
organizaciones miembros,
como la forma de proteger el
sitio, brindar fantásticas
oportunidades recreativas
para los residentes de

Richmond y crear un motor
económico para ayudar a
Richmond.
Según Carol Teltschick,
ex comisionada de
planificación de Richmond:
“El Plan Comunitario
limitaría el desarrollo al
distrito Winehaven
establecido desde hace
mucho tiempo y preservaría
la mayor parte de Point
Molate como un parque
regional, con oportunidades
educativas y recreativas,
como lo son los campos de
juego”. Ella continuó
diciendo: “Esto es lo que
quiere nuestra comunidad,
y es una forma de mejorar la
estabilidad financiera de
Richmond y mejorar nuestra
ciudad como un lugar para
que las familias críen a la
próxima generación”.
La demanda busca que se
rescindan las aprobaciones
para el proyecto de viviendas
de lujo Point Molate y
que se reescriba el informe
ambiental antes de que la
Ciudad reconsidere qué
hacer con el área.
La empresa desarrolladora,
una subsidiaria de la empresa
SunCal del sur de California,
argumenta que su Informe
de Impacto Ambiental (EIR)
para la propuesta es
apropiado y disputa cualquier
argumento contrario. El
empresario afirma que
habría unidades de vivienda
“asequibles”. Ese número
parece ser de alrededor del
3% de las unidades, pero
Eduardo Martínez y Melvin
Willis creen que no incluirán
unidades asequibles, y que
el en su lugar la empresa
pagará una tarifa
compensatoria para evitar
así tener que construir
viviendas para personas de
bajos ingresos en este sitio
lujoso exclusivo.

WCCUSD, los casos y las
tasas de positividad son
mucho más altas: El Sobrante
(18 casos por 100.000, 5,6%
de tasa de positividad);
Richmond (16,2 casos por
100.000, 7,8% de tasa de
positividad); y San Pablo
(17,3 casos por 100.000, 6,6%
de tasa de positividad).
El Plan de Regreso a la
Escuela del Distrito está
estrechamente alineado con
el estatus de nivel Naranja
del estado. Si y cuando
nuestro distrito regrese
a la instrucción en persona,
el enfoque gradual será

necesario porque las
instalaciones del Distrito no
pueden acomodar al 100%
de los estudiantes dentro de
las pautas de distanciamiento
social requeridas para el
estatus de nivel naranja.
Por lo tanto, de acuerdo
con esta actualización, el
Distrito continuará con la
enseñanza a distancia en el
futuro inmediato. El
personal del Distrito está en
el proceso de evaluar la
preparación de cada escuela
para recibir instrucción en
persona una vez que sea
posible.

Frontier.
Pamela Stello, copresidenta de la Alianza
Point Molate y participante
en la demanda, considera
que la demanda es
históricamente importante.
Según Stello, “esta batalla
para salvar Point Molate
para la gente de Richmond
es uno de los ejemplos más
destacados de justicia
ambiental que enfrenta
Richmond hoy. Point Molate
es tierra pública y debe
usarse para el bien público,
en lugar de venderse a
empresarios que buscan
obtener ganancias privadas”.

El plan comunitario
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One of the deals Richmond lost was $80 million to
make Point Molate a regional park. If the city does not
adopt the Community Plan (pictured here), we will lose
ballfields, hiking trails, beach and magnificent wildlife.

Los malos acuerdos y el regalar
propiedades públicas que hace el gobierno
de la ciudad le cuestan millones a
Richmond, y hoy sigue sucediendo
Por Joe Puleo, un agente retirado del Tesoro de EE.UU., del Servicio de Impuestos Internos

Las historias de acuerdos
turbios con información
privilegiada y contratos
cuestionables han plagado al
gobierno de Richmond
durante décadas, pero la
última historia acaba de
saltar a la luz.
Recientemente,
Richmond vendió una
propiedad de la ciudad a una
empresa de desarrollo por $5
millones; esa propiedad
ahora está siendo revendida
por la empresa, Eddie Orton,
por $110 millones.
Y eso es solo la punta del
iceberg de lo que parece ser
una serie de acuerdos con
información privilegiada y
malas decisiones financieras
que han perjudicado a la
población de Richmond.
Esta inquietante historia, la
venta de valiosas
propiedades de la ciudad a
empresas privadas de
desarrollo a precios de
ganga, continúa hoy, aun
cuando Richmond se
encuentra en una situación

financiera terrible,
enfrentando un déficit de
$30 millones, como se
analizó en junio pasado
durante las sesiones
presupuestarias anuales.

Bees, Butterflies
and Biodiversity

other native pollinators need
our help much more. The
good news is that they really
don’t need much to survive,
compared to more wellknown endangered species.
Most native bees stay close
to their nests when
foraging—a city block or less.
Preserving even such
relatively small areas can
keep dozens of unique
species alive.
What about butterflies
and other pollinators that do
travel longer distances?
Pipevine Swallowtails breed
in large numbers along Point
Molate, but then migrate out
of the area.

(continued from page 1)

We need to act locally to
do our part to protect and
preserve species. Starting
right here at home we
need to protect the birds,
bees and butterflies at Point
Molate.
Point Molate’s varied
and unique terrain is a
supportive biosphere for
many insects with greatly
varying needs, including
native bees. When we think
of endangered pollinators,
we often think of honey
bees. But native bees and

Algunos De Los Arreglos
1 El edificio Ford:
Aproximadamente a fines de
la década de 1990, la Ciudad
y su Agencia de
Reurbanización pagaron
$15.9 millones por la
propiedad y las mejoras del
edificio Ford Point (ahora
conocido como Craneway).
FEMA, la Agencia Federal
para el Manejo de
Emergencias, también
invirtió $29 millones
adicionales en costosas
reparaciones estructurales.
Luego, después de que se
invirtieron casi $45 millones
del dinero de los
contribuyentes en Craneway,
la ciudad vendió el edificio
Craneway en el 2004 al
empresario de desarrollo
Eddie Orton, de Orton

Development, por $5.4
millones. Un periódico de
bienes raíces de San
Francisco, TheRegistry,
informó el 13 de octubre de
2020 que el Sr. Orton ahora
tiene el Craneway listado a
la venta por $110 millones.
Además, Orton se está
reuniendo con el gobierno
de la ciudad para adquirir
más activos de la ciudad.
2. La Terminal 1: En 2014,
la propiedad portuaria de la
ciudad localizada en Ferry
Point, en Point Richmond,
Terminal 1, se vendió por
$10 millones a una empresa
privada llamada Terminal 1
Development LLC. Después
de hacer un pago inicial del
10% y acordar reconstruir la
estación de bombeo de aguas
residuales de Ferry Point
y reparar el muelle y
demoler el almacén, el
proyecto se ha estancado.
La empresa ahora quiere
costosos “reembolsos” de
parte de la Ciudad.

Butterflies are on view at Point Molate.
Photo: Elizabeth Dougherty

El gobierno de la ciudad
ya aprobó otorgar a la
empresa $2 millones
surgidos del acuerdo legal
Petro. Esos fondos estaban
para ser usados para
remediar la contaminación
del suelo en el área de la
Terminal 1, pero ahora se
usarán para demoler el
antiguo almacén de Ferry
Point satisfaciendo así a la
empresa. Además, el
gobierno de la ciudad ahora
también está considerando
darle a la empresa $1.5
millones de las tarifas de
impacto del desarrollo
reservadas para los parques
de la ciudad. Los fondos del
parque de la ciudad se
utilizarían para reparar el
muelle cerca del proyecto de
condominio costero
propuesto.
Además, la ciudad está
acordando limitar los costos
de la empresa desarrolladora
para reconstruir la estación
de bombeo de aguas
residuales a solo la cantidad
de la tarifa de impacto de
aguas residuales ($810,000)
en lugar de cubrir el costo
total de la estación de
bombeo (ese costo total se
trasladaría a los residentes
de la ciudad). La Ciudad
también estaría de acuerdo
en condonar $435,000 de
tarifas de impacto de
carreteras para la
construcción de un camino
costero planificado. En
resumen, la Ciudad está lista
para reembolsar casi $4
millones de dólares de los
ingresos que esperaba
recibir en base al acuerdo de
venta original de la
propiedad de la Terminal 1.
3 Rechazar $80 millones. La
ciudad los hubiera recibido
para hacer de Point Molate
un parque regional
administrado por el Distrito
de Parques Regionales del
Este de la Bahía;
En otro ejemplo (de malos
acuerdos), el actual alcalde,
Tom Butt, rechazó durante

PAGE 7

las negociaciones del Casino,
una oferta de $80 millones
de dólares de Chevron para
comprar Point Molate y
entregarlo al Distrito de
Parques Regionales de East
Bay. Ahora ha negociado un
trato (por esa propiedad)
con SunCal del que la
Ciudad podría obtener hasta
$22.5 millones de dólares.
Pero desafortunadamente,
también ha negociado un
trato que reembolsará
$10+ millones de dólares a
la empresa para cubrir las
Tarifas de Impacto de
Instalaciones Públicas que
la empresa debía pagar a la
ciudad. Estas tarifas eran
para cubrir los gastos de
construcción de una estación
de bomberos por parte de
SunCal, que es requerida por
sus aseguradores de seguros
contra incendios para
calificar el proyecto y
obtener un seguro contra
incendios.
4. Winehaven. Ciudad
está permitiendo un arreglo
para dar Winehaven a
la empresa de desarrollo
por $0:
Como comentario al
margen, ¿recuerdas al
desarrollador de Craneway,
Eddie Orton? El gobierno de
la Ciudad acaba de
asegurarse de que SunCal le
dará a Eddie el distrito
Winehaven de Point Molate
por lo que parece será $ 0.
Si los acuerdos de
Craneway y de la Terminal 1
nos dicen algo, los residentes
de Richmond solo pueden
esperar obtener una pequeña
fracción de los $80 millones
que alguna vez estuvieron
sobre la mesa por Pt. Molate,
tal vez nada en absoluto.
Esto ha hastiado a los
residentes de Richmond que
llaman a esto una desgracia
que debe terminar, y hacen
un llamado a elegir
miembros del Concejo
Municipal que no estén en
los bolsillos de las empresas
de desarrollo.

Newspaper_Nov2020_PRINT.qxp_Layout 1 10/27/20 1:34 PM Page 8

Save
Point
Molate
Save For
Point
Molate
all
of
Richmond.
For all of Richmond.
Keep
Keep Public
Public Lands
Lands in
in Public
Public Hands.
Hands.





 



 









 

























 



 





















The Community Plan
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EmailThe
thebattle
City Council
at cityclerkdept@ci.richmond.ca.us.
for Point
Molate has just begun.
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Please
copy
info@ptmolatealliance.org
your email to the City Council.

Updates
and to volunteer:on
ptmolatealliance.org
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SPONSORED BY CONCERNED RICHMOND RESIDENTS INCLUDING: Tarnel Abbott, Richmond Southeast Shoreline Community Advisory Group*; Luz Alvarez Martinez, Atchison Village;
Deborah Bayer R.N., former Secretary, California Nurses Assn.*; Michael Beer, retired teacher; Margaret Browne, retired Kennedy High School science teacher; Paul Carman, former Chair,
Point Molate Advisory Committee; Madeleine Clark, Educator; Chris and Amalia Darling, Coronado; Diego Garcia, President, Richmond SOL*; Dorothy Gilbert, Instructor, University of
California, Berkeley*; Chia Hamilton, Point Molate Friends (former Richmond resident); Toni Hanna, Realtor; Jim Hanson, former Chair, Point Molate Advisory Committee; Janis Hashe,
Atchison Village; David Helvarg, Executive Director, Blue Frontier; Jim Hite, Point Molate Friends; Sylvia Hopkins, Atchison Village; Molly Hopp, Marina Bay; Michael Horse, Native American
Water, Land & Sky Protector; Susan Hybloom, Richmond Art Center*; Janet Johnson, Coordinator, SunFlower Alliance; Linda Kaiser, middle school teacher; Robert Keller, Point Richmond;
Paul Kilkenny, Richmond Southeast Shoreline Community Advisory Group*; Jeanne Kortz, Rich City Rides Advisory Board*; Paula Kristovich, Atchison Village; Elizabeth Kudo, East Richmond
Heights; Marilyn Langlois, former chair, Richmond Planning Commission; Madeline Marrow, Atchison Village; Gayle McLaughlin, former Richmond Mayor, 2007-2015; Doria MuellerBeilschmidt, East Richmond Heights; Michelle Moore, May Valley; Lisa Park, West Contra Costa Group, Sierra Club*; Pennie Opal Plant, Native American Water, Land & Sky Protector;
Joe Puleo, Point Molate Friends; Bridget Scadeng, Marina Bay; Charles Smith, founding member, Point Molate Friends; Nina Smith, Richmond Heights Neighborhood Council Secretary;
Ben Steinberg, Attorney at Law; Pam Stello, Co-Chair, Point Molate Alliance; Tony Sustak, Citizens for East Shore Parks; Carol Teltschick, former Richmond Planning Commissioner; Sally
Tobin, Biological Scientist/Geneticist; Buzz Vanderschoot, 44-year Richmond resident; Bradlee Welton, May Vally; Kathleen Wimer, Point Molate Friends; and by Kent Lightfoot, Professor
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Richmond Native American Activist, A.I.M., Chair of Richmond Pow-Wow*; Corrina Gould, Spokesperson/Confederated Villages of Lisjan/ Ohlone, Co-founder, Indian People Organizing
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